L

14

»

1
!
i
|

—

sy

%,

Pald Advertisement.

GRAVEST CRISIS

[

IN

HISTORY CONFRONTS
AMERICAN RAILWAYS

WAR HAS CLOSED FINANCIAL MARKETS
OF EUROPE TO THEM INDEFINITELY.

In view of the fact that the rail-
roads of Kansas have filed an appli-
cation for an Increase In passenger
rates before the State Public Utilities
Commission, it is their desire to util-
ize thix occasion for an intimate and

- ———

question with the people of the state.
To this end, the careful attention of!
| the reader is invited to a series of|
articles which will appear
newspaper during the next few weeks.

All that Is nsked is that the people of

Kansas, whose broadmindedness Is a
' byword throughout the country, do

the railroads the justice to listen to,

their side of the story—and then form
such conclusions as they think the
facts warrant.

That the rallroads of the United
| States are today confronted by the
gravest crisis in their history there is
not the slightest guestion. For some
vears they have been desperately
struggling with an ever-increasing
cost of operation in the face of re-
duced freight and passenger rates—
but serious as this situation was be-
fore, the European war, which has
indefinitely closed to them the foreign
money markets, has suddenly brought
them face to face with & situation
which threatens not merely many new
receiverships, hut the actual paralysis

of the entlre transportation lndustr}'i

of the nation. It was this state of
affairs which compelled the closing of
the New York Stock Exchange some
months ago. What will happen when
it opens only the future can tell
American rallroads are valued in
round figures at twenty billion dollars,
and of this vast sum nearly five bil-
lion deollars' worth of securities are
held abroad. =Should Europe, in its
frantic s=truggle for funds, seek to
convert these securities Into ready
gold when the Stock Exchange opens,
as it dld before it closed, where are
the railroads to get the money with
which to them? And If they
haven't the money, what demoraliza-
tion will follow not merely in rallroad
securities, but In all other great Amer-
fcan industrial values as well?

PRESIDENT WILSON'S VIEWS.

That the situation i& profoundly
{ serious is manifested by the recent ut-
terance of President Wilson to a group
of Eastern rallroad executives. In
his letter to Mr. Trumbull of the
Chesapeake & Ohio he said:

“You ask me to call the attention
of the country to the imperative need

buy

that rallway credits be sustalned and‘

the railroads helped in every possible
wony, whether by private co-operiative
effort or by the actlon wherever feas-
ible of governmental agencles, and I
am glad to do so, because I think the
Imwd is very real.
“They are indispenzable to our
|whole economic life, and rallway se-
ycurities are at the very heart of most
linvestments, large and smail, public
{ and private, by Individuals and by in-
' stitutlions.
{ T am confident there will be earn-
est and active co-operation in this
| matter, perhapssthe one common. in-
{terest of our whole industrial life,
“Undoubtedly men, both in and out
of official position, will sppreciate
what is involved and lend their aid
heartily wherever it Is possible for
them to lend it. EBut the emergency
is In fact extraordinary and where
there is manifest common interest we
ought all of us to speak out in its
behalf, and I am glad to Join you in
calling attention to it. “This is the
time for all Lo stand together in united
effort to comprehend every Interest
and serve and sustain it in every
legitimate way."
RAILROADS LOST MILLIONS,
The net operating Income of the
rallroads of the United States for the
year ending June 30, 1914, was $120,-
000,000 l-.-s‘.-t_ than for the previous
year. The gross earnings for the yvear
were §44,000.000 less than for 1813—
while expenses and taxes were $76,-
VOO, 000 more. But heavy as this bur-
den  was before, the great struggle
wcross the seas, carrying in its wake
the destruction of untold hundreds of
millions of dellars” worth of all kinds
of property, renders the situation a
thousandfold more serlous, It means,
in sort, that for & number of years to
come Europe will have no surplus
money for Investment in the United
Htates or elsewhere, and that Amerl-
can rallroads will have to
thelr future needs at home. How
Herculean this task will be, saying
nothing about protecting themselves
agammst the dumping of foreign securi-
ties, may be judged from the fact that
the bond and note obligations which
will mature between now and the end
of next year and which the railroads
will have to meet in come way amount
to mere than $563,000,000—and this
doesn’t take a dollar’s worth of new
improvements or betterments into
consideration. These are obligations
which were incurred in the past and
which must be met as they fall due if
the transportation companies are to
be preserved from wholesale recelver-
ships and ruin,
Manifestly, therefore, Amcrican in-
vestors, big and little, will have to
come to the rescue—and before they
will consent to do this American rail-
road securitles will have to- be re-
lished a= a sound, respected and

finance

|to-heart talk with the farmer,

frank discussion of the whole rallroad.l
+er citlzens, upon

in this

g _investment—and this, on the
‘of present reiiroad earmings, is

impossible,

_For this reason the raliroads of
Kansas beliecve the impending crisis
demands that they lay this whole
problem before the people of the en-
tire state—that they have a heart-
the
merchant, the manufacturer, the
banker, the laboring man, and all oth-
this great question
which so vitally ' affects the future
welfare of the ecommonwealth.

WHY RAILROADS ARE HELPLESS.

In times of acute financlal stress,
private industries are in position to
very largely adjust thelr affairs 1o meey
the emergency. They can advance the
price of their commodities, cut their

NOT A LOST ART!

Students of Today Spell as Well
as Those of 1850.

But Method Is Wrong; Topeka
System Being Changed.

PUPILS LEARN FEWER WORDS

Only Those in Ordinary Vocab-
ulary To Be Retalned.

Several Topeka Business Men
Resort to Rubber Stamps.

“Dictated but not revised!"™

Beveral Topeka business men in their
hurry to get out their correspondence
each day use a rubber stamp a=s a form
of apology in case of errors in spelling.

training of the children in its correct
spelling. The !naccurate spelling of
common rightly stamps one as
flliterate, and frequent errors in speli-
ing are positive evidence of careless-
neas and low ideals.

“Soclety very properly expects that Tafy

the schools shal® teach the accurate'
spelling of as many common words as f‘:ﬂlﬂiﬂlml.hammdm

possible, but, more than this society

in their output such a spelling i
science as will render it impoasible for .
a graduate of the elementary publie!
schools to write a word of the spelling |
of which he Is not certain without first |
consulting the cictionary to ascertaln
the correct spelling. Both eye, ear
and muscles shoulid become so sen- .
gitive that incorrect or questionable
spelllng is painful and repugnant.
“The accomplishment of the above
end requires on the part of the
schools, In the first place, the adop-
tion of definite plans for the seleg
tion of words that the puplls shall
learn to spell. Since there is no need
to know the spelling of any words ex-
cept those the children are capable of
employing Intelligently In a context,
this test should be applied In the de-

pay roll in haif, or shut down altogeth- N~

i er and 11:uatpermlt the storm to blow |-

over without actual shipwreck. The i ~

railroads as quasi-public enterprises, Mam'mllf e

however, are In an entirely different commu =ty
position. Their rates are regulated by syn ecdoche ~
Inaw and cannot be advanced without amphibious "
the consent of the people through their d studs i
law making bodies. In order to please g

the convenlence of the public and not infrangiie

to break down the commerce of the jerodule

country they must operate their freight %a.{iﬁﬂ -e=
and passenger trains whether they car- s nif -~

ry a full load or only & quarter of a consanguialy _ -
lond—and in view of these facts, it is etymology g
manifestly unfajr to put the rallroads -

in the same class with private indus-
tries in the present crisis and ask them
to shift for themselves as best they can.
When the people took over the com-
plete making and regulation of railroad
rates, they at the same time assumed
the solemn implied obligation to see
that the railroads get a square deal—
for this is the only power which stands
between them and ruin.

We belleve every intelligent citizen
will agree that agriculture, commerce
and Industry cannot get along without
the railroads. On the other hand, the
railroads cannot get along without the
patronage, and, what |s equally essen-
tial, the good will, of the people. That
some of those who have been entrusted
with rallroad management in the past
are somewhat responsible for the ap-
parent gulf between the public and the
transportation companies is perhapsa
true., Buey and harassed by the Her-
culean tasks entrusted to their care,
there has been too little contact be-
tween them and the people. Agalin, it
is undoubtedly true that the world of
railroad finance as well as other lines
of {ndustrial activity has had its share
of Inexcusable abuses—but just as the
public does not hold the banking world
or the ministry responsible as a whole
for the shortcomings of an occasional
black sheep, so the hundreds of honest |
railroad officials throughout the coun-
try ahould not be condemned because
of the miadeeds of the few,

WHO OWNS THE RAILROADS?

In this connection it may be said that
the rallroad world is encumbered with
a lot of phantoms which exist only in
the popular fancy. For instance, be-
cause there have been some half dozen
so-called railroad magnates whose
names have figured prominently in
Wall street, many people have come to
believe that the rallroads of the coun-
try are largely owned by few rich men.
As o matter of fact, nothing could be
farther from the truth. Out of the col-
ossal sum of twenty billlon dollars In-
vested in American rallroad securities
less than b per cent is now, or ever has
been, in the hands of these men who
have figured prominently in the news-
paper headlines, while the other 95 per
cent is In the hands of nearly two mil-
lion investors, large and small, who in
many instances have put the modest
savings of a lifetime into these securi-
ties in order that they might lay away
a competency for old age.

When, therefore, the value of these
gsecurities is dep . or perchance
destroyed, the hardship is tenfold great-
er upon the thousands of every-day cit-
jzens—upon the frugal mechanic in a
New England factory. the widow with
her life insurance funds, and the count-
less other citizens in every avocation
and walk of life than upon the handful
of millionaires, good or bad, who have
figured prominently in railroad circles.
Thus, for Instance, the great Pennsyl-
vania system has over 70,000 stockhold-
ers, while the Santa Fe has over 40
000, and the same ratio holds good in
nearly all +“e other lines-

But that isn’t all. For many Years
railroad bonds were congidered the saf-
eat and soundest Investment in the
country. and hence hundreds of mil-
lions of the assets of our great life in-
surance companies. banks, benevolent
associations and colleges were invested
in them, and the moment, therefore,
that the soundness of these securities
is affected the financial solidity of these
myriad institutions is greatly menaced
at the same time.

Carrying It a step further, it means

surance policy and millions of deposi-
tors in sivings and other banks. and
those interested in many fiduclary.
benevolent and educational institutions
are directly concerned in the present
situation. which threatens to largely
desiroy the former high regard in
which an investment in railroad bonds
was held. [

in the impending crisis, therefore, not
merely the fate of our transportation
system is at stake, but along with it
the verv financial integrity of our en-

that every holder of an old line life in- |

Kansar City and Lawrence that time.

., ,ﬂ » When the line is compl as far as

/i h - Lawrence plans will be made to build to

« - Topeka. This was the gist of an Inter-

o }e;\ . (w . view given out by Mr. Heim in Kansas
%) CAS, T City today.

e =" 'm‘i'-' I The Kansas Clty-Topeka electric line

%-. S - h % appears to be more of a reality now than
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Trying folearn these words While still misspellingthese.

And ome naturally asks for an ex-
planation.

Iz spelling a lost art? Is the sys-
tem of teaching spelling ineffective, or
does the fault rest with the individuale
because of lack of application im the
schools? These are questiong being
asked by Topeka business men.

“The situation Is serious,” said one
Topeka business man today. “It is dif-
ficult to find stenographerz who can
spell, and some of the mistakes made
are simply appalling. Even those whec
have had a high school education make
errors that are unpardonable.”

*“We have been trying to teach the
spelling of too many words™ said H.
B. Wilsun, superintendent of schools,
today. Amnd that unqguestionably is the
weaknegs in the method of teaching
spelling that has made it imposaible
to attain the degree of accuracy de-

sired,
Change In Topeka,

But the method of teaching speliing
in the Topeka schools is being mater-
lally changed. Lists of words, which
are in the vocabulary of an average
person, have been oompiled and are
now being used by the teachers of the
second and third grades. Committees
composed of members of the teaching
staff of the city sachocls are preparing
additional lists for the upper grades
and they will be ready for use by the
second semester.

Business Course Strengthened.

Furthermore the business course in
the high school is being strengthened.
“We expect to do as good work In the
commercia] department of the high
school as can be produced in any busi-
ness college,” said Superintendent Wil-

n.
auln the grades the spelling of many
words that are not in the vocabulary
of the ordinary business man has been
insisted upon in the past. There are
between 10.000 and 15,000 words in Rath-
burn's Graded Speller used in the local
schools, while not more than 2,000 or
3,000 words are In ordinary business
correspondence. For exampie, there
are such words in the speller as consan-
guinity, desuetude, synecdoche, elc.

Interesting Investigations.

Recently the division of education of
the Rusesell Sage Foundation conducted
{a study of the vocabularies of 1,000 short
business and personal letters. The ob-
ject was to find out whether or not
there exists a fairly definite body of
words so generally used in ordinary
correspondence that they should form
the basis of the spelling vocabulary
taught in the lower grades of the ole-
mentary schools. In a pamphlet deal-
ing with this investigation by Dr. Leon-
ard P. Ayres the following summary 18
| given: "“On the completion of the work
{1t was found that while the aggregate
i number of eniries was 23,628, there were
so many duplicates that the total num-
ber of individual words employed was
only 2.001. In making the tabulation
|nameu of numbers, persons and places
| were omitted. An analysis of the final
results shows that 751 of the words

tire investment worli—and this onlv appeared only once each, while one of

goes tn show how vast and overshad-
owing onr railroad industry has become
—how thev are not merely the giant
arteries of arricalture and commerce,
but how clos=ly thelr welfare is woven
into the woof and fabric of the entire
Among other thines, it should
remind us how Interdependent we have

ration.

them was repeated 1,080 times.”

Dr. W. Franklin Jones, head of the
department of education, University
of South Dakota, in a pamphlet en-
titled *“Concrete Investigation of the
Material of English Spelling,” tells of
each.

averaging 130 words The

come in be in this mighty reoublic of‘[u\emes aggregated 15,000,000° words,

ours—thnat ench i= in trnth becoming |

more and more hia brother's keeper.
and that we need to think and act

rarefully lest in our mistaken zeal we

destroy those who, lika ourselves, need
whatever of this world’'s goods the toil

counting each word as many times
as it appeared, but the total number
of different words was but 4,632. The
themes were written by 1.050 students.

Tests have been given that were sub-
{mittd to students more than fifty

and sweat of years has brought to!years ago, and Indicate that students

them.
Durirg the next few weeks we prom-

ise the reader the most intimate and

far-reachine dscussion of the railroad

auestion that has ever appeared in the

that all|semester, 1914-1915 in
grade

nublic press. and we trust

thinkine citimers in the state will read
The facts and
fizrures given will be based upon public
recerin. and hence easily capahle of
Especially do we ask that
faciVitien and
"nd vealues are sn vitally affected hy
the raifread nrehlem will follow the
agri-
r:itnr:‘o:nd transportation are “f'u.:nl;’ :
the na ‘s two sreatest amd most -
damental 3

! “Social
“ithat one shall spell accurately

what is =ald carefully.

verifioation.
farmers whose markst

forthcomine articleg closely—for

§ X
ro be continued)

of today are better gpellers than those
of more than & half century ago, but
still have not attained to & proper de-

‘;ree of efficiency . -
In the course of study for the first
the Topeka
schools—a forty-elght page
booklet — Superintendent
makes suggestions to the teachers in
w the practical method

intendent Wilson =ays in part:

“*Throughout our work, we are not
to forget that the ultimate purpose in
teaching speiling fs that each

but in séntences and paragraphs
standards vightly dJdemand

an examination made of 75,000 themes |

termination of the spelling lists from
day to day and from week to week.
“"Guard against trying to do too
much and we shall succeed In doing
more. It is a serious mistake to feel
that the schoois should attempt to
teach the child to spell about all of
the words any person Is ever called
upon to use, Rather, we should keep
in mind- the Importance of teaching
him to spell accurately the words he
em loya commonly in his own writing.
he spelling of geographlical and his-
torical names and of the technical terms
in all subjects should be learned in large
part in connectlon with the reguiar work
in each study. The pupil should form the
habit of lea spe of msuch
words in connection with his mastery of
the other phases of his work. AE a part
of the teaching of the lesson. the teacher
should te=t for the mastery of such spell-
inl’;d’lllny of the more common of these
b may need to be carried over from
ﬂ:dleuuua In which they occur for spacial
: ¥y and drill In the regular lpel.“l':ll

“It should, of courses, be remembered
that it is wasteful to teach the spe{ﬂn; of
any word which s not likely to be peed-
ed by puplis for written work either in

orsgeult“of school.”*

ng as a study Is not ta

high school cxcept In the ‘c:g:u‘n::rg:l‘

course. One phase of the teaching of

each subfect In the high school Is Bup-
pelling of the

posed to be the correct »
the pupils in their work.

wA number bf" de

um of students

wllltc?rmplel in the high school
nex une. Then it will be possibl
test the efficlency of the course. But. ll::
commercial course has been in its first
stages. It will be strengthened. “I'1 quit
my job if it Is not made
any business college.”
of Buperintendent Wilson.

The committee which mads out the Hat

consisted of the following temchers:
Ida Hasack, Mlss Alfarata Whitmore snd
Mrs. Gertrude Knowles, Third grade
committee: Miss Meda Alford, Miss
Jessie Donnell and Miss H. Van Laer.

Committees that are now making out
lists for the upper grades follow:

Fourth grade—Mlas Isndora Kirk, Mrs.
Kathryn Crawford, Miss Edith Cole.

Fifth grade—Mrs. Helen T. Butterfield,
Miss Minnle Jones, Mrs. Katle Glessner,

Sixth grade—Mlisa Blanche Carnahan,
Miss Clara Johnston, Miss Ethel Me-
Cartney. x . F. L. B,

FIRST FERRY BOAT.

Albert McClain, Who Died This Week,
Owned Conveyance Over River.

Albert McClain, Who died this week,
was a resident of Shawnee county for
nearly seventy years-

Albert McClain, a citizem of Kamnsas
since 1845, who died this week.

Mr, McClain was born in Ottawa, La

shall write correctly; not in columns, !

the | vice commander,

Balle county, Illinois, February 13, 1843,
and in February, 1845, came with his

Wilson | parents to this county. long

the
im-l%m bill was passed and

of | Kansas became a territory. He settied
handling the spelling work. Super-|seven miles west of Topeka at a place

as Bishop statiom.
He took part in the Civil war, serv-
| ing in 1864, and was a member of Com-

| BOWwW

child  pany D, Beventeenth Kansas infantry.

He was a member of Topeka post
. G. A. R., and was at the time of

[a—mmmmm.m

past officer of the

3
£F

,at the Hartman

the territory was
Brown and
sick three years and died early Thurs-
day morning. Mr, had

residence, on Lawrence
for 22 years. When
was here for the mn“
™

bridge
miliarly known as “Uncle Buck."

The funeral will be held at 2:30 o’clock
Sunday afternoon from Penwell's cha-
pel. Rev. O. L. Cook, pastor of the
First Christlan church, of which Mr.
McClaln was & member, will officiate.

b

ELECTRIC TO TOPEKA.

Extension of Heim Line to Lawrence
Immediately.

NEWBRO’S HERPICIDE

The Owiginal Germ-Remedy for Pandruff
Makes hailr soft and Mufify.

Stops itching of the =calp.
DON'T BLAME YOUR MIRROR

Many ladies compel their mirrors to bear
silent witness to needless hair destruction.
Day after day they see beauty and at-
tractiveness despoiled by the removal of
great combfuls of slightly diseased hair
that could be saved, If your mirror could
talk it would plead with you to “save
your hair—not the combings.” It can
be done with Newbro's Herpicide which
eradicates the contagion that causes dull,
brittle and lusteriess hair, also dandruff
and falling hair. Correct this and the
hair's natural luster and abundance will
return. Almost extraordinary resuits.
An exquisite hair dressing.

e & lwi year business course |

as practical as |
was the comment |

of words for study In the second grade |
Miss |

The extéension of the Keansas City and
Wrenos

it did when the matter was first
of peveral ycars ago.

Miss Cassie Matthews has accepted a
stenographic position with the Hall
Stationery Co.

Temporary work is being dome by
Miss Pearson for the Tri-County OIll
and Gas Co.

Mr. Utech has taken a position as
bovkkeeper with the White Insurance
agency.

Young people are realising more anda
more the value of = business training
and are improving the time by attend-
ing night school. This accounts for the
large attendance in our night school.
The Capital Iron Works needed a good
stenographer, they secured the services
of Miss Garner.

Miss Witter writes that she is get-
ting along very nicely with her work
at Norton, Kansas,

Misses Caulsen and Farmer have been
doing temporary work for the Central
Real Estate Dealers association.

Mr. Evans is doing stenographic work
for the A. W. Bronson Mortgage and
Debenture Co.

Miss Christy ia now stenographer for
Mote & Rooney, Lawyers.

Miss Leach is doing stenographic
work for the Kaw Valley Btate bank at
Wamegno, Kansas.

The Independent Oil Co., of Marys-
i ville. Kansas, called for a good steno-
grapher to take charge of their office.
Miss Sinn, one of our students from
Riley. Kansas, ia filling the position.

Ignition

IS THE LIFE OF YOUR CAR

Sk Bl

Send 10 cents in stamps to The Herplcide

Company, Dept. 1078, Detroit, Michigan,
for sample and booklet.

Two Sizes—50 cents and $1.00. Sold and
guaranteed at all Tellct Gooda Countersa.
When you call for Herpicide, do ot ac-
cept a substitate, Applications at prom-
inent Barber Shops.

Music and Music Books |

You can always get what you want in music and when you
want it at our Music Department for our stock .of
Classical Music is most complete.
service the best.

THE SENSATIONAL SONG HIT

It's a Long, Long Way to Tipperary
The rage all over the country. Price 30c.

“The Family Music Book,” ac omplete musical library in itself,
contains 252 of the best known songs and piano solos.
marvelous collection of music ever published. The price is only
Parcel post, 150 miles from Topeka,

$1.00, transportation extra.

10c; 300 miles, 16c. Order today. Supply limited.

DAILY CONCERTS
In Our Victrola Parlors

Come in, make our store your musical headquarters.

J. W, JENKINS 714 3 Topeka, Ken

SoNs Mosic Co.

Automobiles
.. —Motorcycles

FISK TIRES

“The Best by Miles”

Where to

DEAN ROGERS—TUNIS CUNNINGHAM

Phone 1298

116 E. Seventh St.

e —

Exchanged, Repaired and Installed
Satisfaction Guaramteed

Automobile and Carriage

Tires a

T. F. LANNAN

Phone 930W

South East Corner Sth and Jackson St

Carbon Ruins More Motors Than Road Wear

With Oxygen Gas we remove all carbon in 30 minutes and make your

motor run smooth. Bring your car to us—all work guaranteed.

The Decarbonizer

Our prices the lowest.

The most

R

Find Them
Shawnee Tire and
Repair Company

Specialty

401 Jacksoa Bt

and
Our

P. S. WEBB
with

SEERY & MORTON

. Phone 39
Sixth amd Quincy.

overtakes you.

Have Your Auto Painted
Don't wait until the spring rush, but have it painted now.
can save you money if you will bring your car in and have us repaint
it while we are not ao busy.
We also do all kinds of Auto To p work, cellulold in curtaine, dust

Get fixed up before cold weather
We carry bhest grade of Clark heater coal.

Rehkopf Bros. (57 Wet e sicest]

hoods, radlator covers, carpets, etc.

Now |

We

R e N

Has Arrived

LYON, CHASE,

|514-16 Jackson Street

o ™
— L

X a

The New Eight-Cylinder Cadillac ;

The Public Is Cordially Invited to Call and Inspect This Wonderful Car.

DISTRIBUTORS FOR SHAWNEE,
MARION

» MORRIS,




